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The Father of History Church 

1789-1850 

THE life of Neander, the Father of Church 

History was spent in the study and lecture-

room, among books and with students, but is 

not without romantic interest, especially his 

youth. He had a strongly marked individuality 

above most of his contemporaries, and passed 

through striking changes in his religious 

experience. 

His original name was David Mendel. He 

was born of Jewish parents, at Gottingen, on 

January 17th, 1789 (the year of the French 

Revolution), converted to Christianity, and 

baptized at Hamburg, under the significant 

name of Neander (New-man), in his 

seventeenth year, on February 15th, 1806.  
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He received his classical education in the 

Gymnasium (Johanneum) at Hamburg (1803-

1806), under the direction of the learned John 

Gurlitt. He at once attracted the attention of 

teachers and students by the contrast between 

his appearance and attainments. He had hardly 

body enough to shelter his mind. He looked like 

a simpleton, and yet took the lead of his class in 

industry and progress. His memory was 

extraordinary, and he soon became as familiar 

with Latin and Greek as with his native tongue. 

The thoughtless indulged in sports at his 

expense, but he ignored them, and lived in a 

world of abstraction. It is related of Thomas 

Aquinas, the master theologian of the Middle 

Ages, that he was despised by his fellow-

students and called bos mutus; but after he 

opened his mouth in an academic disputation, 

his teacher, Albertus Magnus, exclaimed : "We 

call him the mute ox, but his voice will soon be 

heard throughout the world!". And the prophecy 

was fulfilled. 
 

Neander stood a brilliant examination when 

he left college, and delivered, April 30th, 1805, 

with clear, sonorous voice, a parting address, 

De Judaeis optima conditione in civitatem 

recipiendis. He then entered the academic 

department of the Johanneum, to prepare more 

thoroughly for the University. His mother 

wished him to become a merchant, for which 

calling, although a Jew, he was absolutely unfit. 

He himself first intended to study law, like 

Luther and Calvin, but soon wisely exchanged 

it for theology, and stuck to it. Being very poor, 

he was supported by Dr. Stieglitz and a 
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scholarship which Gurlitt secured for him. 
 

From 1806 to 1809 he pursued his studies 

in the Universities of Halle and Gottingen. In 

Halle the mighty genius of Schleiermacher 

introduced him into the principles of Christian 

dogmatics and ethics; but the suspension of the 

University by Napoleon, after the battle of Jena, 

compelled him to flee. He travelled with 

Neumann on foot to Gottingen, where he 

arrived fatigued and pennyless, but was kindly 

received by Gesenius, the eminent Hebrew 

scholar. He attended chiefly the lectures of 

Planck, the pragmatic historian of the doctrinal 

controversies in the Lutheran Church, to whom 

he afterward dedicated, with filial gratitude, a 

volume of his Church History. He was urged by 

him to remain in Gottingen as Repetent, and to 

devote himself to the academic career. 
 

But Neander returned to Hamburg, and was 

examined for the ministry. He preached his first 

sermon at Wandsbeck, near Hamburg, on the 

Divine Logos (John 1:1); but he was evidently 

better fitted for the chair than the pulpit. At one 

time his manuscript flew down upon his 

hearers, but he preached on as if nothing had 

happened. His favorite study wras now the 

Gospel of John. His friendship with Claudius of 

Wandsbeck led him more deeply into practical 

Christianity. In 1810 he made the acquaintance 

of the Swabian poets Karl Mayer, Gustav 

Schwab, and Justinus Kerner. 
 

In the autumn of 1810 he went to 

Heidelberg, and his mother and sisters soon 

followed him, to take care of his feeble health. 
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In the following year he began his academic 

career as Privatdocent of Theology in that 

University, on the banks of the Neckar, with a 

dissertation on the relation between knowledge 

and faith, as conceived by Clement of 

Alexandria. In 1812 he was already made 

Professor Extraordinary, and published a 

monograph on Julian the Apostate. This book 

settled at once his vocation as an historian of 

the Christian religion. 
 

In 1813, yet a youth like Melanchthon, 

whom he strongly resembles in other respects 

also, he received, at Schleiermacher a 

suggestion, a call as Professor of Church 

History in the University of Berlin, which had 

been founded a few years before (1810). This 

youngest of the German Universities rose with 

unexampled rapidity to the first rank through 

the fame of eminent teachers in every branch of 

science and literature, such as Schleiermacher, 

Neander, Marheineke, De Wette, Tholuck, 

Hengstenberg, in theology; Fichte, Hegel, 

Schelling, in philosophy; Bockh, and 

Lachmann, in classical philology; Savigny, and 

Stahl, in jurisprudence; Ritter, in geography; 

Ranke, in history, the last survivor of that 

wonderful galaxy. 
 

Neandor labored in Berlin as lecturer and 

writer, by doctrine and by example, incessantly 

till his death, on the 14th of July, 1850. Only 

now and then he broke the uniformity of his 

existence by a vacation trip, in company with 

his sister or with some student, for the benefit 

of his feeble health, and to consult rare books 

and unpublished manuscripts in the libraries at 
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Vienna, Munich, and other cities. On these 

journeys he usually had with him a trunk full of 

church fathers, "for a little reading on the way". 

He led the life of a learned Benedictine in the 

midst of a noisy city. He had always a crowded 

lecture-room, and was the most popular and 

useful, as well as the most esteemed and 

beloved professor of that great University 

during its first half century. His chair has never 

as yet been filled by a successor of equal power 

and influence. 

 
 

 

NEANDER'S TRAINING FOR HIS WORK. 
 

Behind the simple framework of his outer 

existence lay hid a rich intellectual and spiritual 

life. It is interesting to follow its gradual 

development on to full maturity, and to trace the 

different influences which led him to his 

peculiar theological standpoint and his calling 

as an historian of Christianity. 
 

Among these influences we must first 

mention his descent from that wonderful people 

which was intrusted with the oldest revelations 

of God, and which, like the bush of Horeb, 

shines and burns in history without being 

consumed. His father was a common Jewish 

peddler and usurer, and neglected to provide for 

his family. But his mother, Esther (née 

Gottschalk), was a respectable, pious, and 

agreeable Jewess, and related to the 

philosopher, Moses Mendelssohn, of Berlin, 

and the Medical Counsellor, Dr. Stieglitz, of 

Hanover. Soon after the birth of David, her 
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youngest child, she separated from her 

worthless husband, removed with her five 

children to Hamburg, and struggled hard to 

support them. Meander cherished her memory, 

and no doubt thought of her when he described 

the moulding influence of pious mothers upon 

the ancient fathers. He ever regarded Hamburg 

as his proper home, and gave it a substantial 

proof of affection at the great fire of 1842, by a 

liberal contribution of one thousand Prussian 

dollars for the relief of the sufferers. Gottingen, 

his real birth place, he called "Philistropolis". 

His brothers and sisters, and finally also his 

mother, left the synagogue and embraced the 

Christian religion. His sister Hannah 

accompanied him as a guardian angel through 

life. 
 

If there ever was a sincere and intelligent 

convert from Judaism to Christianity it is 

Neander. The new name which he assumed at 

his baptism in 1806, was JOHANN AUGUST 

WILHELM NEANDER, in memory of Johann 

Gurlitt, his teacher, August Varnhagen von 

Ense, and Wilhelm Neumann, his friends who 

assisted as sponsors. His chief name expressed 

at the same time the fact that he had become a 

new creature in Christ Jesus. He belongs to the 

line of converts which begins with Paul of 

Tarsus. His transition was less abrupt and 

radical than that of the former persecutor, bat he 

resembles the Apostle of the Gentiles in purity 

of motive, strength of conviction, unselfish 

devotion to the religion of his choice, and zeal 

for the freedom in Christ from the bondage of 

legalism, as also in the weakness (if not the 

awkwardness) of his "bodily presence" (2 Cor. 
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10 : 10). He bore the heavenly treasure in an 

earthen vessel. When the King of Prussia once 

asked him, "What is the best evidence of 

Christianity?" he is said to have replied, "The 

Jews, your Majesty". 
 

The second controlling element in his 

training was the philosophy of Plato, which of 

all heathen philosophies approaches nearest to 

the gospel, and aided in the conversion of Justin 

Martyr, Augustin, and other ancient fathers. It 

fulfilled a similar office in Neander. It kindled 

in him an enthusiasm for the ideals of truth, 

beauty, and goodness. William Neumann, his 

fellowstudent in the academic college at 

Hamburg, wrote of him, February llth, 1806 : 

"Plato is his idol and neverceasing war-cry. He 

sits day and night over him, and there are few 

who received him so fully and with such purity 

of soul. Upon the world round about he looks 

with supreme contempt". Next to the Dialogues 

of Plato he admired and studied the moral 

treatises and biographies of the noble Plutarch. 

He joined with sympathizing friends a 

philosophico-poetical society under the name of 

the "Polar Star", and explained in the evening 

meetings Plato and Sophocles. 
 

He was also, like Schleiermacher, in early 

contact with the Romantic school of the two 

brothers Schlegel, Tieck, and Novalis, which 

revived the poetry and religion of the Middle 

Ages in opposition to the cold and dreary 

scepticism of the times. 
 

But the Platonic idealism and Romantic 

sentimentalism could not satisfy his mind. He 
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found rest in a solid Christian realism. 
 

Last, though not least, we must mention the 

stimulating influence of Schleiermacher, the 

German Plato, who, by his Discourses on 

Religion (1799), like a priest in the outer court 

of nature, conducted so many of the noblest and 

most gifted youths of Germany out of the dry 

heath of the then dominant Rationalism to the 

garden of Revelation. Neander read his 

Discourses, and Monologues with enthusiasm, 

before he heard his lectures at Halle. He stood 

indebted to him, as he himself cheerfully 

acknowledged, for manifold quickening 

impulses, and they remained good friends as 

colleagues through life, although they differed 

in weighty points. [Neander had a much 

stronger sense of sin, and no sympathy with 

pantheism, and was more positive and realistic 

in his religious convictions. He was inferior to 

Schleiermacher as an original thinker and 

system-builder, but surpassed him as a 

regenerator of practical religion among the 

students of Germany. Schleiermacher was 

admired and feared; Neander was esteemed and 

beloved. Schleiermacher stimulated the 

intellect; "Neander moved the heart. He 

announced to his students the death of 

Schleiermaclier, February 12th, 1834, with 

these words : Today the man passed away from 

whom in future a new epoch in theology will be 

dated". They remind one of the way in which 

Melanchthon announced in the lecture-room the 

death of Luther. 
 

The fermentation produced in his mind by 

these various influences is reflected in an unripe 
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but very remarkable essay from his pen, which 

he addressed to a pastor in Hamburg before his 

baptism, and which was first published after his 

death by Dr. Kling in 1851. It is an attempt to 

trace the epochs in the development of religion, 

and strangely mixes Platonism, Romanticism, 

and Christianity, but arrives at the satisfactory 

conclusion: "I recognize in the Christian 

religion the absolute truth, the most perfect 

religion, the only way to salvation". He passed, 

as it were, before his conversion, through the 

world-historical process of preparation for the 

advent of the Saviour of mankind. 
 

Thus was Neander fitted out for his life-

work, to be the historian of Christianity. Moses 

and Plato were the tutors who led him to Christ 

and enabled him to view the Christian religion 

as the fulfilment of all the nobler aspirations of 

the Jewish and Gentile world, and as the final 

and perfect religion of mankind. Before him 

church history had been degraded by German 

Rationalism into a godless history of human 

errors and follies. Neander effected a 

revolution. He revealed in it a golden chain of 

manifestations of Christ's truth and love and a 

fulfilment of His promise to be with His 

disciples to the end of the world. He showed it 

to be a continuous commentary on the parable 

of the leaven which gradually leavens the whole 

lump of humanity. He traced the footsteps of 

the Redeemer in all His followers. He 

sympathized with everything that is Christian, 

whether he found it in the Greek or Roman or 

Evangelical churches, or among persecuted 

heretics. He had no sectarian or partisan zeal. 

He viewed and judged all phenomena from the 
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Christological centre. Truth and justice were his 

sole aim. His charity was as broad as humanity. 

He thus made church history a book of 

instruction, edification, and comfort, on the firm 

foundation of profound and accurate learning, 

critical mastery of the sources, spiritual 

discernment, psychological insight, and sound, 

sober judgment. In the hands of Rationalists and 

Deists church history was a dreary desert. 

Meander changed it into a garden of God, full 

of flowers and fruits. 

 
 

In his large-hearted Christian sympathy and 

catholicity lies his chief and lasting merit as an 

historian. It makes him a blessing to all 

denominations. The earlier volumes of his 

History have been superseded in part by the 

rapid progress of discovery and research since 

his death, but they will nevertheless continue to 

be a mine of intellectual and spiritual wealth; 

while the spirit of evangelical catholicity which 

pervades all his works is a permanent gain and a 

wholesome stimulus and guide to every student 

of theology. But we do not intend here to 

enlarge on his writings, of which we have 

spoken elsewhere. We confine ourselves to 

personal reminiscences of what he was as a 

man, as a teacher, and as a Christian. 
 

  

 

 

THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE. 
 



 The Life of Augustus Neander -D. H. Ruffle Memorial Library  1819-
1893 

 

11 
 

In his appearance, to begin with what 

struck every one in an unusual degree, Neander 

was a perfect original we might say, one of the 

rarest natural curiosities. Yet his uncommon 

exterior betokened an uncommon interior. Even 

his clothing a well-worn coat of ancient cut (we 

never knew him to wear a dress-coat); jack -

boots reaching above the knees; a white cravat 

carelessly tied, often on one side of the neck, or 

behind it; an old-fashioned hat set aslant on the 

back of his head all this presented an oddity 

which seemed to mock the elegant refinement 

of Berlin, and yet he was greeted respectfully 

by everybody who knew him, from the king to 

the lounger at the street-corner. 
 

He was of a slender bodily frame, of 

middling size, with strongly marked Jewish, 

though at the same time most benevolent and 

good-natured, features; the eyes, deeply seated 

and full of fire, were overshadowed, as with an 

umbrella, by an unusually strong, bushy pair of 

eyebrows. 
 

Thus he sat in his solitary study in the 

Markgrafen Strasse, No. 51, surrounded with 

the spirits of church fathers, schoolmen, 

mystics, and reformers, whose works lay on all 

sides in learned disorder against the walls, on 

the floor, on tables and chairs so that visitors 

could scarcely find a place on an old-fashioned 

sofa for sitting down; while the way out into the 

dining-room and into the decently furnished 

parlor of his sister led over the printed 

monuments of bygone ages. 
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His absolute freedom from all that belongs 

to the show of vanity, and his indifference to 

things external, gave occasion to ludicrous 

anecdotes. He walked once through the streets 

with a broom under his arm instead of an 

umbrella. Another time, in the lecture-room, he 

took a brush out of his pocket instead of his 

note-book. Being lost in the streets, he called to 

a cabman to take him home, and was surprised 

that he did not know the number of the house, 

saying, "My good man, I thought you knew it, 

as you are a droschky driver". They waited till a 

student accidentally arrived and relieved them 

of embarrassment. When the tailor brought him 

a new pair of pantaloons, he put them on over 

the old the wrong way, and cut off one leg as 

superfluous. Once he set off for the university 

in his dressing-gown, but was happily fetched 

back by his amanuensis. On an other occasion, 

having once got with one foot into the gutter, he 

hobbled along the whole length of the street in 

this predicament; and as soon as he reached 

home, he sent for a physician to cure him of his 

imaginary lameness. Se non e vero, e ben 

trovato. I cannot vouch for these funny stories; 

some, no doubt, had their origin in the creative 

imagination of his students, or were 

exaggerations of facts. But it is quite certain 

that the German professor had less common 

than uncommon sense, and moved in an ideal 

world, with his eyes half shut to the real world 

around him. 

 
 

NEANDER IN THE LECTURE-ROOM. 
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Still more odd, if possible, was the 

appearance of the good man on the rostrum. As 

he could hardly have found the way by himself, 

and must have been put in danger by the 

moving crowd of vehicles and men, a student 

accompanied him from the Markgrafen Strasse, 

passing the royal library and the Opera-platz to 

the university building unter den Linden. From 

the reading-room, where the professors meet 

during recess, he proceeded alone into his 

lecture-room, which was quite close at hand, 

shooting in sideways; he seized, first of all, a 

couple of goose-quills, which must be regularly 

laid upon the desk beforehand, to keep his 

fingers employed, and then began his lecture, 

without any other help than that of some 

illegible notes and citations. There he stood, 

constantly changing the position of his feet; 

bent for ward, frequently sinking his head, and 

then again throwing it on high, especially when 

roused to polemic zeal against pantheism or 

formalism, at times threatening even to overturn 

the rostrum, but all the while spinning forth 

from his mind a train of facts and ideas with 

intense earnestness, or unfolding, with 

penetrating insight and loving sympathy, the 

development of a Christian doctrine, or the 

principles of Christian ethics, or the spiritual 

character of a great and good man. 
 

The whole scene was so strange and 

eccentric that one who heard him for the first 

time could hardly contain himself for 

astonishment, and had no power at all to follow 

him with the pen. And yet the earnestness and 

the enthusiasm of the eccentric professor, the 

extraordinary learning and profound thought 
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that flowed in an incessant stream from his head 

and heart, restrained all laughter; nay, his 

personal aspect itself had always, even on the 

first acquaintance, something that inspired 

reverence and at the same time called forth 

confidence and love. In a short time, moreover, 

one grew accustomed to his strange exterior, the 

comical form vanished before its own solid 

contents, and served only to make him the 

object of higher admiration. For Neander all 

this was perfectly natural, without the remotest 

thought of effect. Altogether there never was a 

man more free from affectation and ostentation. 
 

 

  

HOME LIFE. 
 

All these singularities of his outward 

appearance indicated that he was a stranger on 

this earth, and that he was formed wholly for 

the kingdom of heaven. His ignorance of 

worldly life and business, his freedom from the 

temptations of vanity, his superiority to much 

that, for others, forms an indispensable need, 

his indifference toward the material side of 

existence, fitted him for his purely inward 

calling and for undisturbed communion with the 

quiet spirit-world of the past. 
 

"He was", as Hase characterizes him, "a 

monk in his habits, poor for himself, rich for 

others". His wants were very few. He was as 

abstemious in practice as an ancient ascetic, but 

liberal in theory, and very hospitable, he 

entertained the students once a week at the tea-

table, and often gave dinner-parties to friends, 
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talking theology, while they enjoyed the dinner, 

and listened to his wisdom. 
 

He was never married, and consecrated his 

whole time to the service of the Lord, as an 

eunuch for the kingdom of God s sake (Matt. 

xix. 12). He belonged to the exceptions, for 

whom the life of celibacy is a moral duty, and 

the means of greater activity and success, as it 

was for Paul and Barnabas. A lady friend once 

jokingly suggested a companion to him; he 

looked perplexed, and asked: "How could I find 

time for courting?" An American pro-slavery 

divine created considerable merriment at 

Neander's dinner-table when lie asked him, 

whether he would be willing by marriage with a 

colored woman to give practical proof of his 

doctrine of equality, which he so emphatically 

asserted. 
 

  

HANNAH NEANDER. 
 

Instead of a wife, however, God had given 

him a true female companion in the person of 

an unmarried sister, who sacrificed a youthful 

attachment for his sake, followed him from 

Judaism to Christianity, assumed the care of his 

modest wants with the most tender devotion, 

attended him almost daily in his walks unter 

den Linden and in the Thiergarten, kept him 

informed about the latest German and English 

novels, and with kind hospitality entertained his 

numerous friends and pupils. 
 

Sister Hannah, or Hannchen, was also 

highly peculiar : like him, intensely Jewish 
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outside and intensely Christian inside; highly 

intellectual, not wanting in genuine wit and 

literary culture, but at the same time a good 

housekeeper and altogether a very sensible, 

practical person, supplying thus her brother's 

defect. When she brought him his breakfast or a 

glass of water, he knew that he must be hungry 

or thirsty; when she gave him medicine, he took 

it like a child; when she provided for him a new 

suit, he put it on, unless she forgot to take away 

the old one. 
 

The peaceful and innocent living together 

of this original pair, called the "Neander 

children", had in it something uncommonly 

touching, and no one could mistake the wise 

hand of Providence in their connection, for the 

accomplishment of the great spiritual work to 

which Neander had been predestinated. 
 

Miss Hannah Neander survived her brother 

four years. I saw her last on a visit to Berlin, in 

the spring of 1854, sitting before his bust, with 

tears in her eyes, indulging in reminiscences of 

their happy life, and longing to join him in the 

better world. It was a most affecting interview. 

A few weeks afterward her mortal remains were 

laid beside those of her brother in the Jerusalem 

Cemetery of Berlin, to rest till the day of 

resurrection. 
 

 

NEANDER AS A TEACHER. 
 

Neander was an enthusiastic teacher. He 

had that rare personal magnetism which drew 

the hearers irresistibly into the current of his 
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thoughts, and made them forget everything else. 

He prepared himself most carefully for his 

lectures, and threw his whole soul into them. He 

was totus in illis. He made the labors of 

authorship subservient to his immediate duty as 

professor. He gave the students the best results 

of his unwearied studies in ever fresh 

reproduction and adaptation to the times. He 

tried to reach their heart as well as their 

intellect, and first and last to lead them to 

Christ, as the pure source of all wisdom. His 

own self was absorbed in the cause. He 

impressed them with the conviction : here is a 

thoroughly learned and thoroughly good man, 

who speaks from the overflowing fullness of 

knowledge and experience, with the single 

purpose of promoting the glory of Christ and 

the good of his fellow-men. His lectures were 

inspiring and edifying as well as instructive. 
 

What he said of Schelling was even more 

true of himself : "He awakened in the German 

youth that love which gives wings for soaring 

on high". His mission, says Ullmann, was " to 

light up a fire in the soul; and hardly any other 

teacher has succeeded in doing it so well. No 

wonder that the students were enthusiastically 

devoted to him in return. As often as his 

birthday came round they brought him some 

suitable present and a serenade, to which was 

added not unfrequently a grand torchlight 

procession; not only his own immediate pupils, 

but students also from the other faculties, 

joining with lively interest in the occasion. 
 

  



 The Life of Augustus Neander -D. H. Ruffle Memorial Library  1819-
1893 

 

18 
 

NEANDER AS A FRIEND OF THE STUDENTS. 
 

His interest in the students was not 

confined to the lecture-room. He had toward 

them the feelings of a friend and a father, as 

well as a teacher, and they filled the place of 

sons who were denied him.  

Never, perhaps, was the love of a professor 

toward his pupils so deep and strong. Tholuck 

alone, among contemporary divines, could 

compare with him in this respect; he, too, had 

no children, but a most excellent wife, and 

adopted, as it were, the students as his sons and 

companions on his daily promenades and in his 

house. 
 

Neander used to invite as many students as 

his room would hold to tea on Saturday 

evening. He led the conversation in a low, deep 

voice, entered with affectionate sympathy into 

their thoughts and feelings, and answered their 

questions, while playing with a goose-quill or 

kneading a bit of wax in his fingers. He never 

used tobacco in any form, but such innocent 

occupations of the hand seemed to facilitate the 

movements of his mind. The venerable Nitzsch, 

his friend and colleague, had the habit in the 

lecture-room to unbutton his coat from bottom 

to top, then to take a pinch of snuff, and slowly 

to button the coat again, and to repeat this 

process to the end of the lecture. 
 

While Neander presided over the 

theological discussions, his sister attended to 

the tea-table, indulged in innocent small talk, 

harmless jokes and merry laughs, propounded 
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riddles, told funny anecdotes and marvellous 

ghost stories, or asked such embarrassing 

questions as, "Herr Candidat, are you engaged 

to be married?". Though an old-maid herself, 

her heart kept young and fresh, and, like her 

brother, she felt most at home among students. 

Hospitable as he was, he seldom accepted 

invitations, and then only for the sake of his 

sister. 
 

The professors of German Universities 

receive a part of their income from the lecture 

fees of students. To get a remission of the 

honorarium from Neander was the easiest thing 

in the world; and he was very often imposed 

upon by those who might easily have paid the 

small sum. The Society for Sick Students in 

Berlin, founded by his pupils on his birthday, 

1826, owed its origin to him, and he devoted to 

it the whole profits of some of his writings (his 

Gelegenheitsschriften, which passed through 

several editions), as he gave the copy money he 

received for other works to Bible societies. 

Every one in want or need found in him a 

sympathizing heart and liberal hand. 
 

I have still a lively remembrance of his 

interest in a young man who was blind. 

Earnestly thirsting after religious knowledge, 

the youth had attended his lectures in 1840 on 

church history and exegesis, and spoke 

afterward with grateful satisfaction of the 

spiritual benefit they had afforded him. When 

Neander heard of his poverty, he showed great 

emotion, inquired with staring eyes and nervous 

agitation into all the details, and then hurried 

away to his sister to procure him help. I 
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happened to be in his study at the time, and the 

scene struck me the more deeply, as Meander, 

by reason of his total lack of practical tact, had 

himself the air of one perfectly helpless; and 

with his eager readiness to assist want, was still 

in a quandary as to how it should be done, till 

his sister or amanuensis came to his relief. And 

how much good did he do which never came to 

light! for he was the man precisely to abhor all 

show, and not let his left hand know what was 

done by his right. 
 

Neander gave touching expression to the 

tenderness of his friendship in his dedicatory 

prefaces, and especially in his memorial tribute 

to Hermann Rossel, one of his favorite and most 

promising students, who died in the spring of 

life. Another proof came to light long after his 

death in a letter published by a "Septuagenarian 

Soldier" in the Evangelical Church Gazette of 

Berlin (September, 1867). This soldier when a 

young man, in 1823, called on Neander, whom 

he knew only from his writings, for advice and 

comfort, being in great spiritual doubt and 

conflict. The professor stopped his work, 

encouraged the stranger, accompanied him 

downstairs, and wrote to him the following 

effective letter of comfort: 

  

 

 

"MY DEAR FRIEND:  

My thoughts have been constantly full of you 

and of your condition ever since I became 

acquainted with your warm heart, and my 

heartiest prayers and desires ascend to heaven 
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that He, from whom cometh down every good 

gift, and who has promised to be always near to 

the bruised and burdened heart, will give you 

His peace, and that He will heal your wounded 

heart with His own infinite love, so richly given 

us in Christ Jesus! This will surely be, if you 

only do not make yourself unhapp; instead of 

clinging to yourself, let your thoughts go out 

like a child toward Him, without whom you 

cannot indeed feel your misery, which we all, as 

poor sinners, share with you and let yourself be 

led by Him. He has so loved you that He gave 

His only Son for you, that you might have 

eternal life, which is surely, irreversibly yours. 

He has spared not His own Son, but given Him 

up for you; how shall He not with Him give you 

all things? Who can accuse you when God will 

justify you in Christ Jesus? Who can condemn 

you, when Christ has died for you, and is ever 

at the right hand of God? Neither tribulation, 

nor distress, nor doubt, nor thoughts which rise 

against your will, nor power of darkness, nor 

hell, can separate you from the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

These are not my words, but the words of God 

Almighty, spoken directly to you in the 

Scriptures, which you must so believe and 

follow as that you can laugh at your gloomy 

thoughts; comforted and joyful in your trust in 

the Almighty Lord, from whose hand no man 

can pluck you, follow your calling which He has 

committed to you. Childlike obedience is the 

sacrifice well-pleasing to God. 
 

I cannot, without more certainty than I now 

have, answer definitely your question, whether 
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it is best for you, in your present condition, to 

read the Idea Fidei. 
 

I do not know that you are now in a state to 

comprehend properly a consecutive book upon 

religious subjects; whether it were not better to 

give yourself up to reading the Holy Scriptures, 

alternately with your friends, and talking about 

it with them. Do not indulge in solitary thought; 

stir yourself up in the society of pious friends, 

and talk with them about other than strictly 

religious matters. Give yourself to the calling 

which God has intrusted to you. Could you not 

also be associated with dear Professor Ritter, 

whose affection for you will surely not fail? 
 

I am always at your service, gladly, with all that 

our God gives me. 
 

I thank you for your undeserved confidence, 

and once more, with my whole heart, wish for 

yon the blessing of the Lord, who is surely near 

to you, in as great a measure as you desire as 

He is to all who call upon Him with broken 

hearts. 
 

With my whole heart, yours, 
 

NEANDER". 
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HIS INTEREST IN FOREIGNERS. 
 

Neander’s sympathy knew no bounds of 

nationality and creed. As he was ready to serve 

every German youth, so had he a warm 

welcome also for every foreigner who visited 

him as a theological student, or as a friend of 

the kingdom of God. In Switzerland, France, 

England, Scotland, and America there are many 

worthy ministers still living who have 

experienced his kindness and hospitality, and 

hold him in thankful remembrance. Through 

such visits, where his familiarity with the 

French and English languages did him excellent 

service, he scattered noble seed into distant 

lands, which has since sprung up in quiet 

stillness, and is now yielding fruit a 

hundredfold. 
 

For Americans he had a certain partiality, 

as the freedom of the church and religious life, 

undisturbed by political influence, fell in 

specially with his taste. He heartily approved 

the voluntary principle, the self-support and 

self-government of the churches, which ruled in 

the apostolic and ante-Nicene age. He admired 

the great energy and progress of America, but 

he often expressed his abhorrence of the 

institution of slavery, and was at a loss to 

understand how it could be tolerated and even 

defended in a free country in this nineteenth 

century. Nor did he approve of sectarian 

divisions and distractions; for he was 

emphatically a man for union, and sought the 

one in the manifold no less than the manifold in 

the one. 
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Among his American pupils was Dr. 

Edward Robinson, the pioneer of Palestine 

exploration; and when I first met him in New 

York, in 1844, with letters of introduction from 

Neander and Ritter, he said to me : "Of all men 

I ever knew, August Neander and Heinrich 

Ritter are the greatest and the best". 
 

Meander's library was transferred to 

American soil, and is among the literary 

treasures of the Baptist Theological Seminary at 

Rochester, N. Y. 
 

  

CHARACTER OF NEANDER. 
 

Neander presented a rare combination of 

virtues refined by grace. He was truly an anima 

Candida, an Israelite without guile, like 

Nathanael. He was a legitimate descendent of 

Abraham, without the cunning and selfishness 

of Jacob. He had the noble traits of his Jewish 

ancestry, but none of its besetting vices. He was 

a Jew in his outward appearance, but a genuine 

Christian and nobleman within. His 

characteristic traits were simplicity, generosity, 

humility, and love. He presented a striking 

illustration of the words of our Lord "Except ye 

become like little children, ye shall not enter the 

kingdom of heaven". He was truly a child in 

malice, though a giant in knowledge. His spirit 

lay clear and open before God and men. He had 

the simplicity of the dove, without the wisdom 

of the serpent. He gave his confidence to 

everybody, and could not easily believe an evil 

report. Hence he was often deceived. With all 

his theoretical knowledge of human nature he 
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was liable to err in the application to particular 

persons. As has been said, he knew man better 

than men. 
 

We have already spoken of his unselfish 

devotion to his students and to all who were in 

need of his counsel and help. He had for his 

own person few wants; his clothing was of the 

plainest sort; his moderation in eating and 

drinking reminded one of the lives of the old 

ascetics and of St. Anthony, who felt ashamed 

of the need of earthly food. By reason of his 

impractical nature, moreover, and his total 

abstraction from the world, he was indeed 

wholly ignorant of the value of money, and had 

not his sister taken care of it, he would no doubt 

have brought himself to beggary over and over 

again by sheer benevolence. In this respect he 

showed not a trace of his Jewish descent. 
 

Of conjugal love he knew nothing; and yet 

how highly he conceived of the dignity and 

worth of woman! How beautifully he has 

portrayed the influence of pious mothers upon 

the character of Gregory Nazianzen, 

Chrysostom, and Augustin! How tenderly 

devoted was he toward his sisters, especially to 

that one who gave herself up to the care of his 

earthly wants, that his rich mind might be 

consecrated to the undisturbed service of 

religion! 
 

This rare character, full of childlike 

simplicity, tender conscientiousness, unwearied 

professional fidelity, and warm, self-sacrificing 

love this life wholly consecrated to the 

advancement of truth and piety was rooted and 
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secured throughout in the grace of humility. 

Meander knew the corruption of human nature, 

and the necessity of its redemption in Christ; 

placed himself cheerfully in the great concern 

of life by the side of the least; with all his 

uncommon learning preferred the simple, 

unadorned preaching of the gospel for poor 

sinners to the most brilliant displays of rhetoric; 

listened on Sunday, with close attention and 

devotion, to the message of the foolishness of 

the cross, which yet puts to shame all the 

wisdom of this world; and with all his 

popularity and his world-wide fame never 

allowed himself to be blinded by vanity and 

pride. He remained, to the last breath, as 

humble as a child, and would be nothing in 

himself, but all only in and through Christ. "It is 

the most difficult of all arts", he says in his 

beautiful essay on Paul and James, "to deny and 

to empty one's self, to become nothing in 

ourselves, in order that we may be all in the 

Lord alone. In this art we remain pupils through 

life, but it brings the richest and most glorious 

fruits for eternity. Oh, that we may exclaim 

with the Apostle of the Gentiles, I have been 

crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that 

liveth, but Christ liveth in me". On the last 

celebration of his birthday, when his students 

lauded him with their customary enthusiasm, he 

answered with a touching confession of his sin 

and weakness and entire dependence on the 

forgiving mercy of our Saviour. One of his 

favorite mottoes, which he wrote in my album, 

was, "Theologia crucis, non gloriae"; and 

according to this motto he lived till life's frail 

tenement gave way, and his spirit passed into 
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the full vision of the crucified One in glory. 
 

We must not suppose, however, that 

Neandor was free from human frailty. He had a 

sensitive and irritable temper, and at times was 

even intolerant. With all his love and 

gentleness, he was yet capable also of very 

strong and decided aversion and indignation. 

This is by no means unpsychological. Hatred is 

only inverted love. The same force that draws 

toward it what is in harmony, repels from it 

with equal determination what is of a contrary 

nature. John, the disciple of love, who lay on 

Jesus bosom, was at the same time "a son of 

thunder", and ready to pray down fire from 

heaven upon the enemies of his Master; yea, 

according to ancient story, he forsook a public 

bath suddenly, when he found it contained 

Cerinthus, the Gnostic heretic. Both sides of his 

character are reflected in the fourth Gospel and 

in the Apocalypse; the former is full of love and 

tenderness; the latter resounds with thunder and 

lightning. A similar combination of mildness 

and harshness, attracting love and repulsing 

hatred, was characteristic of Neander. 
 

As an historian he could do justice to the 

most different tendencies, and took even 

heretics, as far as possible, into his protection; 

but when kindred manifestations came before 

him in our time and in the same University he 

showed himself impatient and intolerant, at 

least in private conversation. He was often 

morbidly irritated and passionately excited 

about the pantheistic philosophy of Hegel on 

the one hand, and the stiff, angular orthodoxy of 

Hengstenberff on the other. Hegel had died in 
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1832, but his philosophy was then at the zenith 

of its power and influence in Prussia, and 

represented by Marheineke in the theological 

faculty. Hengstenberg was a younger colleague 

of Neander, and the fearless champion of 

orthodoxy in the chair and in his writings. 

Neander saw in these opposite tendencies two 

dangerous extremes, which threatened to rob 

the youth of Germany of the treasure of 

evangelical freedom, which he prized above all 

things. From the Hegelian philosophy he feared 

the despotism of thought; from the strict 

orthodoxy the despotism of the letter. He hated 

the one-sided intellectualism and panlogism of 

the former, the narrow spirit and harsh 

judgments of the latter. There Christianity 

seemed to him to lose itself in the clouds of 

idealism, here to stiffen into dead formalism. 

Besides, he held it altogether vain to seek the 

restoration by force of any past period of the 

Church as such, or to dream of infusing new life 

again into that which has been once for all 

judged and set aside by the course of history. 

Yet, after all, he had a sincere personal regard 

for Hengstenberg, who stood firm as a rock 

against the waves of Rationalism, and who fully 

reciprocated the esteem of Neander. He never 

indulged in personalities, and was always 

controlled by pure motives and love for the 

truth. 
 

The character of Neander was universally 

esteemed and admired. True, he also had 

decided theological enemies. For the Orthodox 

of the more strict class he was in many points 

too lax and liberal; for the nationalist, too 

positive and firm; but for his person all 
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entertained a sort of sacred veneration, and 

treated him with more mildness and forbearance 

than is usual with such difference of views. 

Even Strauss, the author of the mythical theory 

of the Gospel history, when Meander came out 

in strong defence of the genuineness of the 

Gospel of John, was led to abandon his doubt 

fora while (in the third edition of his Leben 

Jesu, 1837), although when he saw the fatal 

consequences of this concession he returned (in 

the fourth edition, 1840) to his former sceptical 

view. 
 

The reasons for this general esteem are 

apparent. Neander's deep and accurate learning 

were not sufficient to protect him against the 

"fury of theologians". What constituted a tower 

of strength and made him invulnerable was his 

all-controlling love of truth and justice, his 

modesty and humility, his moral purity and 

integrity. These qualities at once struck even the 

superficial observer, and admitted of no doubt, 

for he always showed himself as he was, 

without any concealment or reservation. An 

attack upon his character, an impeachment of 

his motives, could have sprung only from stock-

blind passion, would have awakened 

indignation among those who knew him, and so 

must have resulted almost inevitably in the 

moral discomfiture of the antagonist. 
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HIS THEOLOGY. 
 

Neander was one of those truly great men 

with whom theory and practice, head and heart, 

are beautifully blended. Not without reason had 

he chosen for his motto : "Pectus est, quod 

theologum facit". Marheineke and the Hegelians 

contemptuously called him the pectoral 

theologian. He pursued theology, not as an 

exercise of the understanding merely, but also 

as a sacred occupation of the heart, which he 

felt to be intimately connected with the highest 

and most solemn interests of man, his eternal 

welfare and worth. 
 

The living centre and heart's blood of 

theology was for him faith in Jesus Christ, as 

the highest revelation of a holy and merciful 

God, as the fountain of salvation and 

sanctifying grace for the world. Whatever he 

found that was really great, noble, good, and 

true in history he referred, directly or indirectly, 

to the divine-human person of the Redeemer, in 

whom he humbly adored the central sun of all 

history and the innermost sanctuary of the 

moral universe. 

There are, no doubt, more orthodox 

theologians than Neander; some of his views 

are hazy, and lack clear and sharp outlines; he 

was more profound than acute, more 

comprehensive than definite. He was, to use an 

Anglican phrase, an evangelical broad-

churchman. With all his regard for the 

symbolical books, he would never confine 

himself to their measure, and conscientiously 

refused to sign the Augsburg Confession. But 
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there are few divines in whom doctrine was to 

the same extent life and power, in whom 

theoretic conviction had so fully passed over 

into flesh and blood, in whom the love of Christ 

and of man glowed with so warm and bright a 

flame. In this unfeigned, life-breathing piety, 

wlhich had its root in Christ's person and 

gospel, and formed the foundation of his 

theology, lay the irresistible attraction of his 

lectures for every piously disposed hearer, and 

the edifying character of all his writings. 
 

While in this practical bent of his theology 

he sympathized with the pietistic school of 

Spener and Francke, which asserted just this 

practical side of religion the rights of the heart, 

the necessity of a theologia regenitorum, over 

against a lifeless orthodoxy of the intellect he 

was, on the other hand, far removed from 

pietistic narrowness and bigotry. His extended 

historical studies had served to enlarge his 

naturally liberal mind to the most 

comprehensive catholicity. He never lost his 

sound and simple sight for the main object the 

life of Christ proceeding from a supernatural 

source but he thought too highly of this to 

compress it into the narrow bounds of a human 

formula, or some single tendency or school. He 

saw in it rather such an inexhaustible depth of 

sense, as could be in some degree adequately 

expressed only in an endless variety of gifts, 

powers, periods, and nationalities. 
 

What a difference is there not, for example, 

between an Origen and a Tertullian, a 

Chrysostom and an Augustin, a Bernard and a 

Thomas Aquinas, a Luther and a Melanchthon, 
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a Calvin and a Fenelon; or, when we go back to 

the Apostolical Church itself, between a Peter 

and a John, a James and a Paul, a Martha and a 

Mary! And yet Neander knew how to trace out 

and greet with joyous gratitude the same image 

of Christ variously reflected in all. He had little 

interest in the secular surroundings and artistic 

ornaments of church history, but he always 

moved in the deep, and brought out the internal, 

spiritual and eternal relations, and traced 

everywhere the pervading and sanctifying 

influence of the gospel working upon every 

variety of temper and constitution. 
 

The wideness of his heart was an essential 

element in his practical piety. Between it and 

his studies there existed a relation of reciprocal 

encouragement and support. Thus was 

Meander, in the noblest sense, a friend of man, 

because Christ s friend; at home in all spheres 

of His kingdom, the exact impression of 

evangelical catholicity, and an interpreter of the 

precious doctrine of the communion of saints, 

which transcends all limits of time and space, 

and comprehends all the children of God under 

the one head Jesus Christ. 
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THE LAST BIRTHDAY. 
 

Among the charming features of German 

and Swiss family life are the annual 

commemorations of birth, marriage, and other 

family events. Neander's birthday was an 

occasion of great interest to his friends and 

students. On his last birthday, Hannah, as usual, 

invited a large company to dinner. There sat at 

his right hand the court-chaplain Ehrenberg, his 

favorite preacher; at his left the philosopher 

Schelling, who in his old age created a literary 

sensation in Berlin by his lectures on the 

Philosophy of Mythology and the Philosophy of 

Revelation, and broke down the supremacy of 

Hegel; there was Prediger Lisco, another of his 

favorite preachers, the author of The Parables 

of Jesus and a monograph on the Dies Irae; his 

colleague, Professor Strauss, the court-chaplain, 

and friend of his youth; his other colleague, Dr. 

Immanuel Nitzsch, a homo gravis, and, like 

him, denominated one of the Church Fathers of 

the nineteenth century; Professor Piper, one of 

his early pupils, and an expert in Christian 

archaeology; Dr. Trendelenburg, Professor of 

Philosophy in the University; Dr. Krummacher, 

the hero of the German pulpit and author of 

Elijah the Tishbite; Lachs, the Director of the 

Deaf and Dumb Institution; Dr. Julius, an 

enthusiast for prison reform, after the 

Pennsylvania system of solitary confinement; 

and Director Ranke, brother of the historian. A 

truly illustrious company! His friends and 

colleagues, Dr. Twesten, the successor of 

Schleiermacher, Leopold Ranke, the historian, 

and Heinrich Ritter, the founder of scientific 

geography, were also usual guests of Neander 
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on such occasions, but I do not find their names 

on the list of those present at the last birthday 

dinner. 
 

After dinner followed the customary toasts. 

The genial Strauss, who excelled in sparkling 

postprandial speeches, eulogized Neander's 

Church History, but announced the startling 

news that he was not the sole author of it. The 

guests looked at each other in surprise; Neander 

turned on his chair; Hannah looked indignant, 

when Strauss continued : "Yes, that work could 

never have been written without a helpmate, 

and that helpmate is among us Hannah 

Neander, the most devoted of sisters, who 

relieved him of care and anxiety, that he might 

wholly devote himself to his calling; long life to 

her!". Strauss laughed heartily, the guests 

shouted applause, and the Meander children 

looked at each other with a complacent smile. 
 

Toward evening friend after friend, male 

and female, entered the parlor with hearty 

congratulations. Suddenly the flickering glare 

of a torchlight procession was seen in the street, 

and about a hundred students began to sing, 

with clear, strong voices : "The Lord is my 

Shepherd ; I shall not want". A deputation of 

the students was admitted, and thanked their 

beloved teacher for continuing his lectures, 

notwithstanding his bodily infirmity and 

blindness. They were forbidden of late to offer 

him presents of books or ornaments as they had 

done before, but begged him to accept instead a 

liberal donation for his "Society for the Relief 

of Sick Students". Neander, unable any more, as 

in former years, to address the serenaders from 
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the window, expressed, with trembling voice, 

his thanks to his "dear fellow-students and 

beloved friends", to whose fellowship he owed 

his youthfulness in old age, and then most 

heartily shook hands with every one, as they 

came up by his request from the street, after 

throwing their torches together in aheap. The 

students parted with a good-night by singing, 

Integer vitae scelerisque purus. 
 

This last birthday of Keander on earth was 

soon to be followed by the celebration of his 

first birthday in heaven. 

 

 
 

SICKNESS AND DEATH. 
 

Neander had a frail and delicate 

constitution. In the last years of his life he 

became, in a peculiar sense, a theologian of the 

cross, with the painful experience that the via 

lucis is indeed also a via crucis. He was 

doomed, like the illustrious author of Paradise 

Lost, to an almost total loss of sight, long before 

weakened by incessant study. His faith gave 

him power to bear this calamity, doubly severe 

to an historian. To him might be applied what 

St. Anthony once said to the blind teacher, 

Didymus of Alexandria : "Let it not trouble thee 

to be without the eyes with which even flies can 

see; but rejoice rather that thou hast the eyes 

that angels see with, for the vision of God and 

His blessed light". He 

could say what was said of Milton : "On my 

bended knee I recognize Thy purpose, clearly 
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shown : My vision Thou hast dimmed, that I 

might Bee Thyself Thyself alone". 
 

Not a murmur, not a sound of complaint or 

discontent, passed Neander's lips; and in this 

way the crown was set upon his character by 

patience and quiet resignation to God's will. 
 

He did not suffer himself to be interrupted 

in his work by this affliction, and showed in it a 

rare power of will over opposing nature. Not 

only did he continue to hold his lectures as 

before with the most conscientious fidelity, but 

he went forward unceasingly also in his literary 

labors, with the help of a reader and 

amanuensis. Nay, even within a few months of 

his death he founded, in connection with Dr. 

Julius Müller, of Halle, and Dr. Nitzsch, of 

Berlin, a valuable periodical (Deutsche 

Zeitschrift fur christliche Wissenschaft und 

christliches Leben], and furnished for it a 

number of excellent articles (such as a 

retrospect of the first half of this century, one 

on the difference between Hellenic and 

Christian ethics, another on the practical 

exposition of the Bible), in which he still soared 

with unabated strength, like an eagle. 
 

What his departed friend Schleiermacher 

had wished for himself in his Monologues, and 

afterward actually received, was granted also to 

Neander, the privilege namely of dying in the 

full possession of his mental powers and in the 

midst of his work. Only eight days before his 

death, on the occasion of a visit from Gützlaff, 

who was regarded by many as "the Apostle of 

the Chinese", he made an address with youthful 
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freshness on the Chinese Mission, and looked 

hopefully forward to the future triumphs of the 

kingdom of God, the setting forth of whose 

growth, under the guidance of the two fold 

likeness of the mustard-seed and leaven, he 

considered the great business of his own life. 
 

On the following Monday, the 8th of July, 

he delivered his last lecture, in the midst of 

severe pain from an attack of sickness, so that 

his voice several times failed, and he was 

scarcely able with the help of students to come 

down the steps of the rostrum. But 

notwithstanding this, immediately after dinner, 

which he hardly touched, he set himself again to 

dictating for the last volume of his Church 

History, which was to describe the close of the 

Middle Ages and the preparation for the 

Reformation, until exhausted nature fastened 

him to his bed. 
 

Then he had his last and severest trial to 

endure, in ceasing to work for the kingdom of 

his Divine Master, which had always been his 

life and joy. Several times he wanted to gather 

himself up again, and became almost impatient 

when the physician refused to allow it. But his 

affectionate sister now reminded him of what he 

used to say to her in sickness, to engage her 

submission to medical treatment : "It comes 

from God; therefore must we suit ourselves to it 

cheerfully". Calmed at once, and as it were 

ashamed, he replied : "That is true, dear 

Hannah; it all comes from God, and we must 

thank Him for it". So formerly St. Chrysostom, 

whose life and deeds Meander had delighted to 

portray, expired in banishment with the 
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exclamation : "God be praised for all!" 
 

A few hours before his dissolution, on 

Saturday after noon, the modern "Father of 

Church History", once more collected his 

sinking strength, and taking up the thread of his 

unfinished work just where he had left off 

before, dictated an account of the so-called 

"Friends of God", those remarkable German 

Mystics of the fourteenth and fifteenth 

centuries, who helped to prepare the way for the 

evangelical Reformation. 
 

After this appropriate conclusion of his 

literary activity, about half-past nine o clock, he 

longed for rest, and in a sort of half dream, as at 

the end of a toilsome journey, addressed his 

sister with the significant words : "I am weary, 

let us go home". 

When the bed had been put in order for his 

last slumber, he threw the whole tenderness and 

affection of his heart once again into a scarcely 

audible "Good-night". 
 

He slept for four hours, breathing always 

more softly and slowly; and with the morning 

of the Lord's Day, on what is styled in the 

Christian year the Sunday of Refreshing, he 

awoke in the morning of eternity among the 

spirits of the just made perfect. There in the 

company of the great and good men of past 

ages, with whom he was so familiar, he rests 

from his labors, in adoration of Him who is the 

beginning and end of all history. 
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Neander died within a few weeks of several 

prominent men of his age : a statesman of 

England, a President of the United States, and a 

King of France. He had occupied no ministerial 

post, like Sir Robert Peel; had won no laurels of 

victory on the battle-field, like President Taylor; 

had adorned no throne, like Louis Philippe; and 

in the loud tumult of worldly life his voice was 

not heard. But from his lecture-room and 

solitary study he exercised an influence quite as 

far-reaching and enduring as that of any of his 

companions in life and death. His influence was 

only more deep and beneficent by being inward 

and spiritual, and will continue to be felt 

without interruption as long as theologians and 

ministers of the gospel shall be trained for their 

heaven-appointed work. 
 

Though political history knows nothing of 

the quiet, humble scholar in Berlin, his name 

shines but the more illustriously for this in the 

records of the kingdom of heaven, which will 

outlast all governments of earth. Though no 

monument should be raised to him of brass or 

marble, a far better memorial is already secured 

to him in the grateful hearts of thousands who 

have been his hearers, or readers, or who in 

coming time shall draw from his works a 

knowledge of the sorrows and joys, the 

conflicts and triumphs, the all-pervading and 

transforming power of the Christian religion, as 

well as from his life the priceless lesson, that all 

true spiritual and moral greatness roots itself in 

simplicity, humility, and love. " The dead are 

not dead, but alive". 
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Hannah Neander never recovered from the 

death of her brother. Her cheerfulness was 

gone. She walked no more unter den Linden 

and in the Thiergarten; she never visited 

Carlsbad again; she kept on a widow's 

mourning, and moved away from the 

Markgrafenstrasse to a desolate home nearer 

her brother's grave. There she sat hour after 

hour with her weary, half-blind eyes fixed upon 

a bust of Neander. When a friend wished her a 

happy birthday, she replied : "Don't! I have no 

more birthdays, for I have no more life". She 

died July 2d, 1854. 
 

  

  

A LETTER OF NEANDER. 
 

For several years (from 1840 to 1844:) it 

was my privilege to enjoy the personal 

acquaintance of Neander, first as a student, 

afterward as a teacher in the University. I heard 

his lectures on modern church history, which 

were never published. He frequently invited me 

to dinner with older and wiser men, and I spent 

many hours in his study. I never left his 

presence without an impression of his greatness 

and goodness. It was especially at his 

recommendation that I received and accepted a 

call as professor of church history and exegesis 

from the German Reformed Church in the 

United States. I never regretted that I followed 

his advice; for America has proved to me a 

second and better fatherland. 
 

It was therefore a natural feeling of 

gratitude which prompted me to dedicate to him 
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the first German edition of my History of the 

Apostolic Church, which was finished during 

his life, but not published till after his death. In 

reply to my request for permission, he wrote to 

me with trembling hand, when nearly blind, the 

following letter, which is no doubt one of his 

last. It shows his kindness of heart, and gives 

his views on the abortive political convulsions 

which shook Germany in the closing years of 

his life. 
 

  

MY DEAR FRIEND: 
 

I can only return my hearty 

thanks to you for the 

testimony you publicly offer 

me of your affectionate 

remembrance, and for the 

honor you propose to show 

me, while I desire for you in 

your work all illumination 

and strength from on high. 
 

As regards your Journal, I 

believe something of it, 

through your kindness, has 

reached me, for which you 

have my hearty thanks. It is well that you have 

reminded me of it. I may now easily forget 

anything, and let it lie unused, as I can read 

only through other people's eyes, having 

suffered for two years past from the 

consequences of a paralysis settled in my own. 
 

AUGUST NEANDER 

1789-1850 
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I had intended to send you along with this letter 

something new of my publications and new 

editions; but it is now omitted, as it just so 

happens that all my copies have already been 

given away. If the good Lord had not visited me 

with disease in my eyes, I would have had the 

pleasure long since of being able to send you a 

new volume of the Church History as far as the 

Reformation, and perhaps by this time even the 

History of the Reformation itself. 
 

What men called freedom in our poor 

fatherland, during the mournful year 1848, is 

something very different from what is sought 

and meant by the spirit which has been "born 

from the best English piety in your America". It 

was a conflict here between atheism and 

Christianity, between vandalism and true 

civilization. Even many years ago I predicted 

that the secular wisdom of a one-sided 

intellectual fanaticism, and self-deification must 

lead to this proper consequence of its 

negations, as by their popularization has now 

come to pass. Not as though this philosophy 

alone were in fault, but it was the most strictly 

consequent scientific expression of the reigning 

spirit of the age and its tendency. Nor will I 

deny that there are true wants also at hand in 

the spirit of the age, and that nothing short of 

their satisfaction, which the gospel alone has 

power to secure, can bring any lasting relief. 
 

We stand on the brink of an abyss, the downfall 

of the old European culture, or else on the 

confines of a new creative era, to be ushered in 

through manifold storms another grand act in 

the world-transforming process of Christianity. 
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From the mercy of a long-suffering God we will 

hope for the last. 
 

Praying that God's richest blessing may rest on 

your family, on your work, and all that the 

merciful God has intrusted to your hands, 
 

I remain 
 

Affectionately yours, 
 

A. NEANDER. 
 

Berlin, 28to Oct., 1849- 

  

- PHILIP SCHAFF 

 

 

 

 

Adapted and re-formatted from original source:  

http://readinghall.org/Western-Civilization-Jewels/Neander/BIO.html 

Home page:  

http://readinghall.org/index.html 

December 28, 2011 J. Ruffle 

John.ruffle@yahoo.com 

(Details of the funeral and later visit to his grace have been omitted) 
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