
AUGUST NEANDER, (1789-1850) 

“He tried to reach their heart as well as their intellect, and 
first and last to lead them to Christ, as the pure source of all 
wisdom.” 

Johann August Wilhelm Neander (January 17, 1789 – July 14, 1850), was a 

German theologian and church historian.1 

His General History of the Christian Religion and Church (Allgemeine Geschichte der 

christlichen Religion und Kirche) remains the greatest monument of his genius. It was 

translated into English in 1853, in nine volumes work that we present in our online LIBRARY. 

It is important because its original writing pre-

dates Philip Schaff’s Church Histories that we also 

present here.   

 “He tried to reach their heart as well as their 

intellect, and first and last to lead them to Christ, as 

the pure source of all wisdom. His own self was 

absorbed in the cause. He impressed them with the 

conviction: here is a thoroughly learned and 

thoroughly good man, who speaks from the 

overflowing fullness of knowledge and experience, 

with the single purpose of promoting the glory of 

Christ and the good of his fellow-men. His lectures 

were inspiring and edifying as well as instructive.” 2 

“The Society for Sick Students in Berlin, founded.. (in) 

1826, owed its origin to him, and he devoted to it the whole profits of some of his writings” 

and he gave other “money he received for other works to Bible societies. Every one in want 

or need found in him a sympathizing heart and liberal hand.3”  

 - J. Ruffle, 27 December 2011 
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1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_Neander 
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 http://readinghall.org/Western-Civilization-Jewels/Neander/BIO.html 
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 Abid. 
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